
Understanding 
SHAKESPEARE 

THOU = YOU 
When it’s the subject of the sentence.

THEE = YOU 
When it’s the object of the sentence.

THY = YOU 
When it’s the possessive form before a 

consonant..

THINE = YOUR 
When it’s the possessive form before a 

vowel.

YE = YOU 
The plural form of you

ARE = ART 
CAN = CANST 

DO = DOST 
DOES = DOTH 
DID = DIDST 

HAVE = HAST (2nd person) 
HAVE = HATH (3rd person) 

HAD = HADST 
SHALL = SHALT 

SHOULD = SHOULDST 
WAST = WERE 
WILL = WILT 

WHERE = WHENCE 
WHY = WHEREFORE 
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ADIEU = FAREWELL 

ANON = SOON 

AYE = YES 

COUNSEL = ADVICE 

ERE = BEFORE 

FAIN = GLADLY 

HARK = LISTEN 

HENCE = AWAY 

HIE =GO! 

HITHER =HERE 

MARK = PAY ATTENTION 

MERRY = INDEED 

NOUGHT = NOTHING 

OFT = OFTEN 

PERCHANCE = MAYBE 

PRITHEE  =  PLEASE 

SAUCY = SASSY 
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