
Politics Curriculum Intent 

Department Philosophy: The guiding philosophy of the History and Politics department can be derived from the original Greek meaning of the word History or ‘historia’ meaning to enquire 
critically  or the act of seeking knowledge. We want our students to be inquisitive about the world around them and be aware of how political decisions and situations have a huge impact 
on their lives today. We also want to empower our students to be critical of narratives that are told them and enable them to carefully reach their own balanced and well thought out political 
opinions. 
  

By the end of Key Stage 3 our students will know:  By the end of Key Stage 4 our students will know:  By the end of Key Stage 5 our students will know:  

 
Politics is only taught formally at A Level at WHSG however 
students will most likely cover material relevant to the A Level in 
various lessons across their schooling, for example in History or 
Citizenship lessons. 

 
Politics is only taught formally at A Level at WHSG however 
students will most likely cover material relevant to the A Level in 
various lessons across their schooling, for example in History or 
Citizenship lessons. 

 
1. A detailed understanding of how the British political 

system works and how it impacts our lives daily. This will 
be consolidated by referral to political events in current 
affairs and recent (post-1979) political history. 

 
2. How the global political system works and how it impacts 

our lives and the world in general. We will consider 
global politics by comparing different political systems, 
studying key global institutions like the World Bank and 
using comparative theories. 

 
3. The key ideas, theories and arguments that constitute a 

first year understanding of key political ideologies 
(liberalism, socialism, conservatism and feminism) and 
related issues.  

 
4. How to successfully engage in political debate and to use 

a wide range of knowledge from current affairs to 
evaluate source material or opinion pieces and write 
academic essays to an undergraduate level. 
 

5. The meaning of key terms which will enable students to 
understand and apply material from the topics 
mentioned above. 

 
 

At WHSG our curriculum intent is ambitious but always inclusive, composed of powerful knowledge 

and cultural capital, coherent and well-sequenced, and broad only specialising when necessary 


